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Singapore firms eye healthcare infrastructure services in Qatar
SPORT By Hoe Yeen Nie, Channel NewsAsia | Posted: 19 March 2009 2226 hrs
TECHNOLOGY

DOHA, Qatar: Demand for healthcare services in the Gulf
ENTERTAINMENT is expected to more than double over the next 20 years

and some Singapore companies are seeing Qatar as a
SPECIAL REPORTS ~ gateway into the region.

The value of the market in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) alone, according to government agency IE

- Singapore, will be worth US$11.9 billion in 2015, up from
YOURNEWS US$3.2 billion in 2005.

7 Day News Archive
M ‘yT IWI|T|FIS|S About US$14 billion worth of related projects are

underway across the region — one-fifth of that in Qatar.

Search
m Compared to some of its Gulf neighbours, Qatar's
| development is often said to be more measured, with an
eye on long-term sustainability. Its focus on research and

iPhone App education is one example of diversification.
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! obile News Another is the development of its healthcare infrastructure

|_.-J R5S and this is where Singapore companies are eyeing an

[ eNewsletter opportunity. Video

[ - Lim Ban Hoe, regional director, Middle East and Africa, IE
Singapore, said: "Although they do have hospitals here
already, there are new ones coming up. At the same time, 4
the current ones are also looking at ways to improve their
efficiency, technology, systems integration etc."

Singapore companies
eye healthcare
infrastructure services
in Qatar
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Despite Singapore's small size, companies said it can
remain competitive by leveraging on its technological expertise. Mach7, for example, has developed a
software that allows medical scans to be shared among researchers and hospitals.

Ravindran Krishnan, chief technology officer, Mach7 Technologies, said: "The fact that we've got our
technology in Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston actually speaks volumes.

"Once you're in there, you're like playing with the big boys, so to speak, in the realms of the GEs, the
Siemens, the Agfas. That's why they look at us with that level of credentials."

IE Singapore believes Singapore's reputation in the Gulf as a healthcare destination will help open doors
when doing business. Frequent high-level visits by Singapore's leaders also underpin the city-state's
commitment to the Middle East.

President S R Nathan is the third leader to make a trip to Qatar after visits by Senior Minister Goh Chok
Tong last February and Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in December.

On Wednesday, Mr Nathan visited the newly opened Museum of Islamic Art, which houses works dating
from the 7th century. He later met Singaporeans living in the Gulf state.

- CNA/so

=] E-mail this page =1 Print this page

Ads by Google

Jobs in Hospitals

Hospitals are Hiring in Singapore Submit Resume & Find the Right Job!
Monster.com.sg

Guaranteed Job In IT
Be IT Trained & Be Guaranteed A Job Register For A Free Info Session!
www.ExpressIT.com.sg

Dell XPS Series
Perfect for Music, Photos & Movies With Intel® Core™2 Duo. Buy now!
www.Dell.com/SG/XPS_Computer

OTHER SINGAPORE NEWS
e SIA appoints aviation analyst Nicholas Ionides as new spokesperson
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e Singapore firms eye healthcare infrastructure services in Qatar

e Singapore shares close 0.57% higher

e Sembcorp says AGM resolution for share mandate not sign that rights issue is imminent
e Tighter regulations needed in Asia to encourage green shipping

e Contel Corp expects FY net loss due to poor market conditions

e Beauty China says chairman's plans to sell stake fall through

e IE S'pore looking at ways to expand overseas ventures through World Bank

e SGX urges company boards, audit committees to be more vigilant
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